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Statement for Public Release by the Chatham Board of Selectmen 

FAA Issues Skydiving Safety Risk Assessment Report 
 
On December 18, 2017, the Chairman of the Chatham Airport Commission received the much 
anticipated “Skydiving Safety Risk Assessment Report” relative to proposed skydiving 
operations at the Chatham Municipal Airport (“CQX”) issued by the Director of the Airports 
Division, New England Region, Federal Aviation Administration (“FAA”). This Report is the result 
of a comprehensive review of the aviation operations and parachute landing area at CQX 
pursuant to a detailed set of criteria established by the FAA to identify categories and levels of 
safety risk associated with skydiving. The FAA Report concluded that, of the fourteen factors 
reviewed, twelve presented a “low” safety risk and that two factors presented a “medium” 
level of risk, which, upon implementation of revisions to Airport operational protocols 
suggested by the FAA, would be reduced to the “low” level. In summary the FAA concluded 
“that it is feasible from a safety perspective to introduce parachuting operations into the 
airspace at CQX in the future”. 
 
This safety risk assessment by the FAA, which has preemptive and final authority under federal 
law to determine whether aviation activities at CQX are safe, has long been sought by the Town 
and is a significant development with respect to the long standing disputes relative to skydiving 
at CQX.  At the October 23, 2012 meeting of the Chatham Board of Selectmen, the Board 
directed the Chatham Airport Commission to request such a safety assessment from the FAA –
New England Region, which request was submitted by the Town in November 2012. The 
objective of the Town in making this request at that time was a neutral one: it wished to 
determine whether skydiving at CQX posed any material risk to the public safety and welfare of 
those using the Airport and the community at large. As a result of vocal and well publicized 
claims by certain Town citizens that skydiving at CQX was unsafe and constituted a threat to 
their wellbeing and their ability to reasonably use their property - which culminated in the 
initiation of civil litigation against the Town seeking to preclude skydiving at CQX - the Board of 
Selectmen authorized the retention of an independent aviation safety expert to review the 
issue. It also retained the services of an attorney who specializes in the practice of aviation law 
to advise the Town relative to its legal options with respect to FAA enforcement actions seeking 
to compel the Town to permit skydiving at CQX.  These consultants advised Town officers that 
skydiving could be conducted safely at CQX and that the Town’s options for rebutting or 
challenging FAA determinations in this regard would likely be unsuccessful. Recognizing that the 
FAA is the ultimate governmental authority with jurisdiction to render determinations relative 
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to the safety of skydiving at CQX, the current Board of Selectmen, in June 2017, reiterated the 
Town’s request for a full Safety Risk Assessment by the FAA. The FAA agreed to initiate the 
assessment in the fall of 2017. The results of this comprehensive FAA safety risk assessment are 
clear, they are consistent with the advice of the Town’s consultants, and they, hopefully, will 
provide closure on this issue. 
 
The Chatham Municipal Airport has been in operation since 1949. It provides valuable 
economic, recreational and public safety benefits to the Town and its citizens. All airports, by 
the very nature of the aviation activities conducted thereon, do create some level of 
unavoidable noise and risk in addition to the beneficial aspects of their operations. The Town 
has worked diligently, and in conjunction with the FAA and Massachusetts Department of 
Transportation, Aeronautics Division, to operate CQX in as safe and convenient a manner as 
possible for Airport users and the general public alike. Town officials intend to continue to 
manage and operate CQX as a valuable public resource in accordance with applicable federal 
and state laws and regulations, while being attentive to legitimate questions and concerns 
raised by citizens and users of the Airport. In consideration of the FAA Safety Risk Assessment 
Report received earlier today, the Town is hopeful that all pending litigation relative to 
skydiving at the Airport can be brought to prompt closure without the need to expend further 
taxpayer dollars and devote further valuable time of Town officers and staff to the defense of 
these matters. 
 
It is time to move forward, close the book on the debate regarding the safety and 
appropriateness of skydiving at CQX, and withdraw all pending litigation in this regard. 
 
Chatham Board of Selectmen 
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